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Highlights from the year that was 2017 
 
Mini-Comp 2017 
 
This year we had four mini-comps, each starting with a style presentation and 
ending with the Wizards/M4 Inter-club competition. Styles and winners for the 
year were: 
 

 Style Winning WIZARD Inter-club Winner 
1 Kolsch Jim Halpin Jeremy Adams : M4 
2 Belgian Dubbel Duane Jenness Duane Jenness : Wizards 
3 Fruit Beer Zack Milstone Zack Milstone : Wizards 
4 English Dark Mild Bill Nevits Duane Jenness : Wizards 

 
Another good year for the WIZARDS. 
 
Spring Pub Crawl 
 

This year the pub crawl took us back to 
the streets of Boston. Well actually the 
streets of Cambridge. Bill, Darja, Greg, 
Rob and Tammy met up at the Alewife T 
station to begin the day and were quickly 
joined by Zack, Duane and Rose at the 
Lamplighter Brewing Company for the 
first beer of the day take-out pizza for 
lunch. From there it was off to Lord Hobo 

to try their new line and off to the Somerville Brewing Company, aka Slumbrew 
(pictured above). It was there the day took an interesting turn with an unplanned 
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detour to the Bantam Cider Company. All was going when we noticed Duane 
talking to a much younger woman across the bar. Come to find out she was his 
daughter out for day. A true coincidence or just another example of the apple not 
falling fall far from the tree? You be the judge. Then it was off to our last stop of 
the day at Redbones. Yes, the same last stop we always go to but both the beer 
selection and the food are consistently outstanding. Another good time had by 
all. 
 
Summer Swill-Off 2017 – Asian Beers 
Courtesy of Pat.. 
 
What was I forgetting to do…. Hmmm….. Pay the mortgage? No, I’m sure my 
wife did that…. Turn off the stove? Nope, that’s not it. What could it be? What 
could it b……. 
OH CRAP!!! I forgot to post the Swill Off results! It’s my most important task of 
the year and I blew it! Bill was right. I’m just not cut out for this sort of thing. 
 Breathe, just breathe. They still love you. Let’s just pretend that I didn’t forget to 
post this and we’re only heading into to the weekend after the Swill Off (que the 
favorite time travel sound of your choosing). Ah here we go! It’s two weeks 
earlier. Nothings late, nobody’s mad at me. Okay, now we can continue! 
Greetings Wizards! Welcome to the 2017 Swill Off! I know all of you that 
attended still have the memory of the event fresh in your head as it just 
happened earlier this week; but for those of you that missed it or just want to 
relive the non-stop fun and excitement we all had please use this extremely on 
time write up as your guide. 
Let’s go over the ground rules! The theme of the evening was “Asian Beers”.  So 
in order to be eligible the beer you brought had to be made in (or at least looked 
like it was) Asia. Yes that is correct we’re going to take an entire continent full of 
ancient and wondrous cultures and judge the whole place based upon their 
cheap beer exports. Scoring was done by the Wizard’s never-fail finger system (1 
finger=horrible 5 fingers =sublime (and if you’re paying attention yes I did cut and 
paste this sentence from last year’s write-up (And I just did it again! (It’s kind of a 
thing now)))). I will list the beers as we had them to give you the chronological 
flow of the evening.  I’ll also give you the beer’s score, average and where it 
ranked with it’s the others.  
Ok that’s enough, you’ve waited for far too long,  you’ve barley waited at all and 
that’s a good thing! So here it is your 2017 Wizard’s Swill Off! 
We began the dividing up the beer by the country of origin, just like the 
Europeans that divided up the continent in colonial times.  

1. Sapporo light – Cambodia (by way of Wisconsin)-  We started our evening 
in Cambodia with this little treat that had mixed results. I’ve had water with 
more flavor, but it’s not offensive I wish America could brew like this. Very 
light. Light. This is terrible, no/yes!!!  Overall this beer scored ok with 31 
points for an average of 2.21.  

2. Hitachino Nest Beer Japan- From Cambodia we moved to the nation of 
Japan. It was pretty much a Japanese Wit Beer. This offering had some 
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detractors but overall did quite nicely.  “Better than the last one isn’t it?” 
“Very cloudy.”  “Offensively vile.” “$13 a bottle” (no word on if that is a 
good or bad point). Good choice. There was then a big salt conversation 
and what that’s meant for the world. This beer did get Bill’s now famous 
temper going when he started yelling at Dr. Craig for seemingly no reason. 
Nest beer did very well, receiving 45 points for an average of 3.21 

3. Aschi Japan- In 11.8 oz. cans instead of 12 ounces. This beer’s most 
noticeable characteristics were its lite appearance and even lighter taste.  
“like bud light”. “Better than the Sapporo.” “Just not good.” “It has a finish.” 
Around this time Dr. Craig informed me that I have poor object 
permanence and thought the best remedy for this malady was to mock my 
short comings. Ah, the unforgiving life of a Narrator. Also this beer scored 
horribly! Getting only 21 points for an 1.5 average. 

4. Sapporo regular l- Cambodia (by way of Canada)- This was a late entrant 
that came in after the great dividing of nations so we found ourselves 
being brought back to the Country of Cambodia. I love travel! While this 
beer did better than Sapporo light it wasn’t by much, but still did ok in the 
overall perspective of the night.  “No body. Even in the can it’s got that 
cardboard flavor.” “I still prefer the light one.” “It has a Japanese water 
profile.”  “I’m sweaty” (that’s me, it’s freaking hot in here). Bill- Shut UP 
Pat! There were also some noticeable grimaces with this beer, but overall 
it scored ok. 36 points- 2.57 average 

5. Flying Horse Royal- India- Welcome to the exotic tropical subcontinent of 
India! This is easily my favorite name of the night! I just picture Vincent 
and Jules saying this over and over again in their conversations. While the 
name was freaking awesome the rest of the beer left much to be desired.  
It was a very light beer that was plagued by off-flavors “They ferment it in 
giant clear containers.” “Oh man!” “Egh!” “There is a lot of skunking for a 
clear beer.” “Surprisingly malty.” This beer had major flaws, and there 
wasn’t much to it to help try and hide these. On the bright side we did get 
the quote of the night from this beer  ***You just have to get past the smell 
…..and the flavor. **Points- 1.57     22 points – 1.57 average 

6. Kingfisher India – “It was made with an Indian water profile- They have to 
have clean water somewhere in that country.” “Sulfury- used can smell.” 
“The water has left over climbing equipment in it.” “No body.”  “No finish.” 
“Very astringent.” “Ohhh” (not in a good way). “Would you be disappointed 
if you had to brew this for a living?” 26 points 1.86 

7. Tiger - Singapore- So we left India after a rather disappointing stay. 
Unfortunately our fortunes in Singapore weren’t any better. “A pacific 
Heineken.” “Oh, this is bad.” We actually had a nice street fighter 
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conversation regarding the mini boss Sagat. For those who want to learn 
more about this imposing character you can do so here.  Dave at this point 
was is double fisting kimchi. “Really not good” ( the beer, not the kimchi). 
“Oh shit” (not in a good way) Lots of bitter beer face was on display with 
this one. 24 points  1.71 

 
At this point the unthinkable was brought up as it usually is every year. There 
was a motion to do away with the swill off. I know, I know. Sacrilege!!!  I know 
what you’re thinking “how is it unthinkable if it’s always brought up?” To which 
I say. “Be quiet, it just is” Besides if I can’t explain it to you in words please 
allow me to do so with a picture: 

 
 
Just look at that face. That joyous, happy face. That is the face of a man that 
has forgotten all of his troubles for a little and can just feel good to be in the 
company of friends and beer. That my friends is what the swill off is all about. 
Now please, let’s continue. 
 
8. Beerlao - Laos-  this beer was a bit of a bounce back from the last few 

beers. “Very card-boardy“  “Malty” “?” “That was actually beer? “ “A failed 
Vienna lager.” “The first ingredient is rice????” Yes, yes it was. 32 points 
2.29 average.  

9. Yanjing – China- We ended our night’s travels in China. It was here that 
we discussed the belief that Humans ae great over long distances. At first 
this seemed extremely laughable given the current state of health for most 
humans. However there is some sound belief behind this notion. See for 
yourself here. The kimchi is still a big hit. There were some quotes too: 
“Nice picture of the great wall on the bottle.” “I tasted skunk on the first 
sip.” “It held up well on the trip.” 34pts 2.43 average 
 

It was after this we decided to back home. The big winner of the night was…….. 
Hitachino Nest Beer from Japan! If not for the points they we’d have to give it to it 
just for the Happy Bill picture that it helped to produce up above. The other 
winner of the night was the freakin heat, I’m not kidding it was ridiculous in that 
place.  
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That about does it for yet another successful swill off and this write up. I hope 
you enjoyed this very punctual and timely review. Don’t forget to mark your 
calendars for next July when we’ll do it all again! Until next year! 
 
Pat 
 
New England Homebrew Jamboree, Tamworth Camping Area, Tamworth, 
NH 
 
2017 brought another strong showing for the Wizards at the New England 
Homebrew Jamboree. This year FOAM took it to the Wizards with 31 alternatives 
available (ok, many were bottles) compared to our 12 beers on tap. This year 
could have been one of the biggest with 18 clubs offering well over 300 beverage 
choices. Perhaps the biggest highlight this year was our own Duane coming in 
2nd in the BOS round of the home brew competition that had 200+ entries. 
 
 

 
The WIZARD Tent with we have no idea 

who! 
At least number 9 sold out! 

 
In case you're wondering what you missed, I counted 18 clubs with 339 beverage 
choices: 

 Wizards - 12 
 Mash Note - 3 
 Foam - 31 
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 Concord Area Homebrewers - 10 
 Southern Maine - 12 
 IBU - 23 
 Winnipesaukee Area Brew Crew - 16 
 Kraken's Beard - 6 
 CBS - 10 
 Seacoast - 30 
 Mass Holes - 22 
 Demented Fermenters - 9 
 New Vinland - 7 
 Southshore - 42 
 Rhode Island Brewers - 28 
 Knights of the Mashing Fork - 6 
 Northshore - 49 
 BFD - 23 

 
I would encourage everyone to give it some thought - you will have a good time. 
It is always held the weekend after Labor Day. The jamboree is Saturday but you 
can easily make it a whole weekend event. It is held at the Tamworth 
Campground in Tamworth, NH, Sure it’s a bit of a drive but what are weekends 
for? Make it a day trip (bring a DD) or stay for the weekend. If you're a camper, 
you can camp with the jamboree or reserve a site at the campground. The 
campground also has rental campers that may be available. The event is 
definitely kid friendly. There's a homebrew competition you can enter or judge. 
We'll have a spot in the beer tent with FOAM. We could even serve your beer! 
Failing that there will be plenty of it around. For more information on the 
Jamboree, you can read about it on the website at 
http://wizards.tringali.org/nehj2009.pdf or see the jamboree’s web site at 
http://www.homebrewersjamboree.com/index.html. 
 
September Club Meeting – Octoberfest 

 
Another year brought another round in the club’s annual Octoberfest tradition. 
Sadly, Pat was unable to join us this year and Bill was nominated to fill his shoes. 
Facing a nearly impossible task, here is what he had to say: 
 
Hello Wizards, 

I know it's been a long time coming. Here are the results of the annual 
Oktoberfest tasting. It's been a struggle. I have been sitting here contemplating 
the shoes I've been asked to fill and how I could ever do it justice. While I don't 
believe I can, I will give it a try. 

Beers are presented in order of tasting using the club's five finger system. Wait, 
before I begin, let me say these words reflect the feeling and sentiments of the 
club and in no way reflect any personal opinions of the author. 
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 Duane’s Oktoberfest - "Pat would have liked this one." At this point, things 
took an unexplained turn for the worse with "thank god Pat's not here, more 
for the rest of us" and "this is better without Pat in the room." Score - 4.07 
fingers (by the way, the winner of the day). 

 Two Roads Oktoberfest - "Pat practices." (I believe this was my quote in 
response to the mockery my counting skills were receiving). This quickly 
evolved into a short-lived moment of praise for Pat and the top-notch job of 
scoring he so often does for us. Score - 2.64 fingers. 

 Sierra Nevada - Again Bill is taking heat for taking too long counting fingers. 
Again, praise for Pat. Score - 2.57 fingers. 

 Von Trapp Oktoberfest - No comments. Score - 2.14 fingers. 

 Craig-s Oktoberfest - "I like this beer better than Pat." Score - 3.57 (third 
overall) 

 Sam Adams Oktoberfest (bottle) - Score 1.86 fingers. 

 Sam Adams Oktoberfest (can) - Score 2.14 fingers (fascinating) 

 Rising Tide Oktoberfest - "I can't believe you Pat'd again" (I believe a new 
expression was invented here). Apparently, this comment started to turn the 
tables on Pat's praise when I heard Pat would think this has a hint of gravy" 
(no further explanation available). Score - 1.36 (tied for the cellar) 

 Ottercreek Oktoberfest - "This one is like counting at Pat speed" (comment 
not understood). Score - 1.36 (tied for the cellar) 

 Wormtown Oktoberfest - "Hey it's Pat, no it's Jay. And he brought beer. Better 
than Pat." Score - 1.86 

 Zero Gravity Oktoberfest - Jay's late breaking entry. And when the 
disparaging comments started again, it was explained to Jay "When you 
make a comment, you have to say something bad about Pat." Again, not the 
view of this author. Score - 3.71 (Second overall). 

Congrats to Duane and Craig for a job well done and once again proving the club 
can brew as good or better than anyone. 

Special thanks to Bruce for hosting the club. I hope he found the fest as 
enlightening as I did. I also hope he keeps quiet and doesn't tell Pat any of the 
other disparaging remarks that might have been made :-) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill 

 
Fall Pub Crawl, October 2017 
 
All reports are the fall Pub CrawI was an unqualified success. Weather wasn’t 
ideal but we had a decent crew. Brian, Duane, Jay, Scott, Miriam, Rob R., Greg 
in attendance.  Crawl started at Cold Harbor and progressed to Jack’s Abbey, 
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Springdale Barrel Room and concluded at Exhibit A.  Good food at Jack’s 
Abbey….we were recognized by one of the bartenders at Springdale as she 
follows the Wizards on Facebook and was expecting us.  (Cool?  Or 
Creepy?  Discuss among yourselves.)  
 
Holiday Party 2017 
 
Once again, the club gathered at Bill’s for our annual holiday party. Or at least 
the club tried to gather at Bill’s. Turns out we had attendance was light thanks in 
no part of the first raging blizzard of the season. Although a handful of diehards 
showed up, had a few beers and an all-around good time, the party will be 
officially rescheduled in 2018.  

 


